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Dear Delegates: 

Welcome to the Model of United Nations of Alexander Bain Irapuato, ALEXMUN 

2020. We are fortunate and glad to have you in the Committee on Enforced 

Disappearances (CED). 

We would like to remind you that you will be debating a very sensitive topic that is 

affecting not only some specific countries but the whole world, so we exhort you to 

develop this debate with diplomacy and determination. 

As members of the chair, we deeply hope you have the best experience at 

ALEXMUN 2020. Please do not hesitate to approach any member of the chair if you 

have any questions regarding academics, logistics or protocol during the model. 

During the three days of the model, you will be discussing a single topic, which is: 

The creation of measures to repair and protect children against enforced 

disappearances. In this document, you will find relevant information on Topic A as 

well as general and important information about the committee itself. We hope this 

information helps you develop meaningful arguments during the debate to achieve 

successful proposals throughout fluent teamwork. 

Your chair would like to thank you for choosing the Committee on Enforced 

Disappearances. Welcome to ALEXMUN 2020. 

President: Leonardo Marmolejo Aguayo 
Mail: leonardo.marmolejo@alexbain.edu.mx 
Number: 4731171139 

Moderator: Victoria Penilla Angeles 
Mail: victoria.penilla@alexbain.edu.mx 
Number: 4623178313 

Conference Officer: Miguel Ángel Solís Lecuona 
Mail: mlecuona752@gmail.com 
Number: 4621958091 
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Committee general information 

We are honored to introduce you The Committee on Enforced Disappearances 

(CED), the body of independent experts that monitors implementation of the 

Convention by the States Parties. All States parties are obliged to submit regular 

reports to the Committee on how the rights are being implemented as also they must 

report initially within two years of accepting the Convention. The Committee 

examines each report and shall make such suggestions and g e n e r a l 

recommendations on the report as it may consider appropriate and shall forward 

these to the State Party concerned in the form of "concluding observations”.  

"Enforced disappearance" is defined in article 2 of the Convention as: The arrest, 

detention, kidnapping or any other form of deprivation of liberty by agents of the 

State or by persons or groups of persons acting with their authorization, support or 

acquiescence of the State, followed by the refusal to recognize said deprivation of 

liberty or of concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the missing person, 

subtracting it from the protection of the law. 

Considering that the Article 1 of the Convention says that: 

No exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or threat of war, internal 

political instability or any other public emergency can be invoked as a justification for 

enforced disappearance. 

Mission 

The Parties to the Convention undertake to investigate acts of enforced 

disappearance and bring those responsible to justice; to ensure that forced 

disappearance is criminalized in its criminal law; to establish its jurisdiction over the 

crime of forced disappearance when the alleged offender is in his territory, even if he 

is not a citizen or resident; to cooperate with other states to ensure that the culprits 

are prosecuted or extradited, and to help victims of enforced disappearance, or 

locate and return their remains; to respect the minimum legal norms regarding the 

deprivation of liberty, including the right to be challenged in court; to establish a 

registry of the people currently incarcerated, and allow it to be inspected by family 

members and lawyers and to ensure that victims of forced disappearance or those 

directly affected by it have the right to obtain reparation and compensation. 
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Functions 

- The Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) oversees implementation 

of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 

Disappearances (“the Convention”) through its consideration of State reports, 

individual complaints, and inter-State complaints; requests for urgent action 

and inquiries; and, its preparation of general comments, substantive 

statements, and thematic discussions. As of October 2019, 62 States are 

parties to the Convention. 

- A monitoring function that reviews State Parties reports on the effective 

implementation of the Convention and may receive and consider individual 

communications or Inter-State communications concerning allegations that a 

State Party is seriously violating the Convention if that State Party has verified 

both articles. 

- A support function allowing relatives of a missing person to submit a request 

to search for and find the missing person. 

- A preventive function to visit and investigate immediately with the express 

agreement of the State party concerned by the allegations. 

- A warning function in that the Committee is empowered to call upon the United 

Nations General Assembly to address deteriorating situations and the increase 

enforced disappearances.
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Topic A: The creation of measures to repair and protect children against 

enforced disappearances. 

Introduction 

“In its latest report to the United Nations Human Rights Council, the UN Working 

Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances expressed deep concern and 

frustration at the rising number of cases, and underlined the need to prevent such 

acts and hold the perpetrators to account.”
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1 
“Olivier de Frouville, elected to the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances”, Permanent 

mission of France to the United Nations in New York, 26/06/2019, 
https://onu.delegfrance.org/Olivier-de-Frouville-candidate-for-the-UN-Committee-on-Enforced-Disapp 
earances 
2 
“Increasing Cases of Enforced Disappearances Just the Tip of the Iceberg, UN Experts Group Warns 

| UN News,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed September 20, 2019, https://
news.un.org/en/story/2016/09/539172-increasing-cases-enforced-disappearances-just-tip-iceb erg-
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un-experts-group. 

In some 150 countries with a significant number of victims trafficked across their 

borders who are recruited, harbored, transported, provided, or obtained for forced 

labor or sexual exploitation. Countries in the annual report are rated in three tiers, 

based on government efforts to combat trafficking. 

Some countries do not fully comply with the minimum standards for the elimination of 

trafficking but are making significant efforts to do so, and meet one of the following 

criteria: 

1. They display high or significantly increasing number of victims. 

2. They have failed to provide evidence of increasing efforts to combat trafficking in 

persons. 

3. They have committed to take action over the next year. 

Current situation: 

The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 

Disappearance (‘ICPPED’), which entered into force in 2010, defines the crime of 

enforced disappearance as the deprivation of liberty, by arrest, abduction, detention, 

committed by or with acquiescence of state authorities, with no subsequent 

acknowledgement, and their being placed outside the protection of the law. 

Furthermore, a joint statement by the CED and the UNWGEID reiterates that 

regardless of duration, any such detention should be viewed as an enforced 

disappearance in the context of the ICPPED. The need for a greater focus on the 

issue of short-term disappearances has also been flagged by the Council of Europe 

Commissioner for Human Rights.
3 

Nowadays we can Often, forced disappearance implies murder. The victim in such a 

case is typically abducted, illegally detained and often tortured during interrogation, 

and ultimately killed, their body concealed after the fact by the individuals or 

organization responsible for their death. Typically, a murder will be surreptitious, with 

the corpse disposed of to escape discovery so that the person apparently vanishes. 

The party committing the murder has plausible deniability, as nobody can provide 

evidence of the victim's death.  

Since the establishment of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary 

Disappearances of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights (CHR) in 1980, 

the crime of enforced disappearance has proved to be a global problem, affecting 

many countries on five continents, and it is the subject of a special follow-up by the 
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HRC which regularly publishes reports on its complaint and situation, as well as the 

response and action of the governments concerned. 

The report of the 2009 Working Group recorded a total of 53,232 cases transmitted by the 

Working Group to Governments since their inception in 1980 and affecting 82 states. The 

number of cases that are still under study due to lack of clarification, closed or discontinuous 

cases amounts to 42,600. Since 2004 the Working Group had clarified 1,776 cases. In the 

previous report of 2007, the number of cases had been 51,531 and affected 79 countries.

[30] Many of the countries in the cases are affected internally by violent conflicts, while in other 

countries the practice of repressive policies towards political opponents is denounced. In other 

countries, generally in the western and European hemispheres, there are still historical cases 

that remain unresolved and constitute permanent crimes. 

In the official UN report of 2009, of the 82 countries where the cases of missing persons were 

identified, the largest number (more than 1000) transmitted were: Iraq (16,544), Sri 

Lanka (12,226), Argentina (3,449), Guatemala (3,155), Peru (3,009), Algeria (2,939), El 

Salvador (2,661) and Colombia (1,235). Other countries with numerous cases under 

d e n u n c i a t i o n ( b e t w e e n 1 0 0 0 a n d 1 0 0 ) 

are: Chile (907), China (116), Congo (114), Ethiopia (119), Philippines (780), Honduras (207), I

ndia (430), Indonesia (165), Iran (532), Lebanon (320), Morocco (268), Mexico (392), Nepal (6

72), Nicaragua (234), Russian Federation (478), Sudan, Yemen (155) and East Timor (504). 

Valuable Information: 

The CED accepts requests for urgent action needed to seek and find a disappeared 

person. If a request for urgent action meets the CED’s requirements, the CED will 

request that the State provide information on the disappeared person’s situation and 

 
3 
“Enforced Disappearances: A Global Scourge, Increasingly Under the Radar,” Opinio Juris, May 31, 

2019, 
http://opiniojuris.org/2019/05/31/enforced-disappearances-a-global-scourge-increasingly-under-the-ra 
dar/. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forced_disappearance#cite_note-30
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morocco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nepal
http://opiniojuris.org/2019/05/31/enforced-disappearances-a-global-scourge-increasingly-under-the-radar/
http://opiniojuris.org/2019/05/31/enforced-disappearances-a-global-scourge-increasingly-under-the-radar/
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may make recommendations to the government, including that it take all steps 

necessary to locate and protect the person. The CED’s recommendations may also 

include “interim measures,” which means it will formally request the State to take 

whatever actions necessary to avoid causing or allowing irreparable harm to the 

victim. The CED holds thematic discussions with various stakeholders regarding 

issues such as enforced disappearances and military justice, trafficking, the 

responsibility of the State and non-state actors, and women, children and enforced 

disappearances. 
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Ratification of the International Convention for the Protection of all Persons 

from Enforced Disappearance. International Convention for the Protection of 

all Persons from Enforced Disappearance
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Key Questions: 
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“Committee on Enforced Disappearances.” International Justice Resource Center, n.d. 

5 
COMMITTEE ON ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES.” OHCHR, n.d. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/CEDIndex.aspx. 

https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-enforced-disappearances/.

https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-enforced-disappearances/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CED/Pages/CEDIndex.aspx
https://ijrcenter.org/un-treaty-bodies/committee-on-enforced-disappearances/
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1. Which are the prime causes that produce more deprivations of liberty around 

the world? 

2. Which measures does the international community take to deal with this 

issue? 

3. How does your delegation has managed this problem? 

4. What records of disappearances can be found in your country? 

5. To what extent does the actions of international community has been a help to 

avoid more disappearances? 

6. To what extent does your country actions had been helpful? 

7. What could you present as possible solutions considering your country and 

world situation? 

In every possible solution you can contribute with, please make sure you attempt to 

answer: How? What? Where? When? Why? And finally please make sure of you 

have any question that can emerge during every process or development of the 

debate, please have the trust on us. You are able to contact us through our gmails on 

the top parts. Feel free to ask us the minimum question you can have. Me, Leonardo 

Marmolejo Aguayo as the president and the rest of the team; we want you to know 

that we will be honored and glad to be you chair in ALEXMUN 2020 in The 

Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED). 

See you soon delegates, best wishes. 
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Committee Members: 

1.  Austria 2. Belgium 

3. Bolivia 

4. Brazil 

5. Burundi 

6. Cameroon 

7. Central African 

Republic 

8. China 

9. Congo 

10.Costa Rica 

11. Cuba 

12.France 

13.Germany 

14.Guatemala 

15.Guinea 

16.Haiti 

17.Honduras 

18. Indonesia 

19.Japan 

20.Libya 

21.Malaysia 

22.Maldives 

23.Namibia 

24.Pakistan 

25.Qatar 

26.Russia 

27.Sudan 

28.Thailand 

29.United States of 

America 

30.Venezuela 
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