


Handbook 

Dear delegates,  

Welcome to the 9th edition of UN Model Alexander Bain, ALEXMUN 2020, and to 

working on the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against 

Children or SRSG. Please keep in mind that this is a level 3 committee and that we 

will be debating a very delicate topic that is currently affecting a large amount of 

children worldwide. Therefore we expect all of you to have a diplomatic posture 

throughout the whole debate.  

During the three days of debating you will all be discussing one topic: Safeguarding 

the Rights of Children in the Criminal Justice System. Through the three days 

we expect all of you to work together to come up with a viable solution to this conflict. 

In this handbook you will find relevant and helpful information to aid you to 

understand the committee, as well as the topic you will be discussing. 

The chair hopes that you have the best experience debating in the three days of the 

ALEXMUN 2020.  Do not hesitate to ask any of us if a doubt about the topic or 

protocol comes up.  

We will like to thank you for choosing the Special Representative of the Secretary-

General as your committee.  

Welcome delegates to ALEXMUN 2020.  

President: Renata Monroy Flores 

Mail: renata.monroy@alexbain.edu.mx 

Phone Number: (664) 572-1704 

Moderator: Débora Narvaez Gonzalez  

Mail: debora.narvaez@alexbain.edu.mx  

Phone Number: (462) 146 8449 

Conference Officer: Daniela Zapiain Núñez. 

Mail: daniela.zapiain@alexbain.edu.mx 

Phone Number: (462) 156 6720 
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What is SRSG? 

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON VIOLENCE 
AGAINST CHILDREN (SRSG) is an independent global advocate in favor of the 

prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against children, mobilizing action 

and political support to achieve progress the world over. The mandate of the SRSG 

is anchored in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international 

human rights instruments and framed by the UN Study. 

History 

The mandate was established in 2009 by United Nations Security Council Resolution 

1888, one in a series of resolutions which recognized the detrimental impact that 

sexual violence in conflict has on communities, and acknowledged that the crime 

undermines peace and security efforts. The resolution signaled a change in the way 

the international community views and responds to conflict-related sexual violence. It 

is no longer seen as an inevitable by-product of war, but rather, a crime that is 

preventable and punishable under international human rights law.[3] 

Objectives:  

THE UN Study recommendations provide a navigation chart to monitor and 

accelerate the progress in violence prevention and responses. The SRSG gives 

special attention to three time-bound targets while also supporting the effort to 

implement the 2030 Agenda: 

1. The development of each State of a national comprehensive strategy to 

prevent and respond to all forms of violence, mainstreamed in the national 

planning process, coordinated by a high-level focal point with leading 

responsibilities in this area, supported by adequate human and financial 

resources to support implementations and effectively evaluated; 

2. The introduction of an explicit legal ban of all forms of violence against 

children, in all types of settings;  

3. And the promotion of a National system of data collection, analysis and 

dissemination; and a research agenda on violence against children. 

https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/
https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/


The promotion of meaningful and safe child participation is at the top of SRSG’s 

agenda. After having led major advocacy efforts for the inclusion of the elimination of 

violence against children as a target and a cross-cutting concern in the Sustainable 

Development Agenda, SRSG Santo Pais is giving priority attention to efforts 

supporting the implementation of Agenda 2030 at a global, regional, and national 

level.  1

Topics: 

Safeguarding the rights of children   in the criminal justice system 

Children inside the criminal justice system, either as victims or witnesses; no matter 

whether they are there during the trial, in detention or on arrest; are often in a 

vulnerable position, unaware of their rights or unable to enforce them. Many might 

not think so, but how children are treated by the criminal justice system is an 

important and critical factor in determining how they will be reintegrated into their 

communities.  2

The majority of children that are at risk of coming into a conflict with the law are often 

on the streets, at an unstable living environment, associated with older criminal 

peers, have family members in the criminal justice system, are involved in the 

commercial sex industry or prostitution or trafficking, or they have experienced 

warlike conflicts, violence or abuse. 

 Children that find themselves in the criminal justice system are often those who 

come from troubled backgrounds and often those who have experienced some type 

of abuse; neglect, physical abuse, psychological abuse, sexual abuse or exposure to 

 UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children. “Overarching 1

Priorities”.  UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children. https://
violenceagainstchildren.un.org/content/overarching-priorities

 Penal Reform International. “Protection children’s rights in criminal justice systems : a training 2

manual and reference point for professionals and policy makers.” Penal Reform International. https://
www.penalreform.org/resource/juvenile-justice-manual/
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domestic violence. Thus, it is critical for the system to identify abuse or neglect in 

order to address it and protect the child.  3

Children are different from adults. That is the reason why laws don’t allow children to 

drink, drive or vote. However, the recognition that children are unable to engage 

complex social pursuits, are often lost when a child enters the criminal justice 

system. We think that the juvenile criminal justice system is made specifically for 

children, who should not be treated like small adults and whom deserve rehabilitation 

rather than punishment, but instead of having a system that restores children to 

healthy development, the system often traumatizes children further.  While in the 4

system, children are supposed to have the same rights as adults when accused of 

crimes, the right of an attorney and the right to confront witnesses against them, but 

generally children are not aware of their rights and the system takes advantage of 

the situation. Children face barriers when accessing justice, not only when they are 

alleged offenders but also when they are victims of crime or witnesses. All too 

regularly, legislation and criminal, administrative and civil proceedings are 

inadequate for the safeguarding of their rights, while appropriate policies for their 

protection are absent or very poorly implemented.  

Many countries lack of specialized judges, prosecutors, lawyers and personnel 

qualified to work with children, as well as sufficient resources to provide the 

adequate training. This results in institutions, police and courts that are poorly 

equipped to deal with the situation the child is facing and their specific vulnerabilities.  

Even when children face and overcome the barriers, criminal justice systems are 

sometimes the ones generating more violence and stigmatization, generally at the 

hands of police officers, criminal justice officials and, in case of detention, prison staff 

 Ibid 3

 Peter Lusche. “Criminal justice system treats children like small adults”. Montgomery Advertiser.  4

https://www.montgomeryadvertiser.com/story/opinion/columnists/2017/12/05/criminal-justice-system-
treats-children-like-small-adults/923663001/
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and other detainees. Typically, girls are the ones who face a double challenge when 

they go into the criminal justice system.  5

There are estimates that roughly 1 million children are deprived of their liberty inside 

of these systems, which is highly underestimated. The majority of detained children 

is awaiting trial and a large number of these children are held for minor offenses or 

are first-time offenders. Consistently, detention in the criminal justice system is 

repeatedly used as a substitute for referral to child care or protection institutions.  

Incidents of violence can occur whilst in custody of police and security forces, in both 

Pretoria’s and post-sentence detention, as well as a form of sentencing. Different 

types of violence towards kids can be performed by staff, adult detainees and even 

other children, or it can be the result of self-harm.  6

Key Questions for the delegations :  

● Does your country/ organization have a reference point (training manual) to 

create laws or policies adapted to children's needs inside the system?  

● Does your country have specialized detention centers for children?  

● Is your organization familiar with the SRSG causes on the Criminal Justice 

System? 

●  Are there existent laws in your country that safeguard the rights of children? If 

so, are they implemented the way they should? 

● In possible warlike conflict locations, are the detention centers protected? 

● How are the human rights backed up in your country according to your state 

laws? 

 Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children. 5

“Safeguarding the rights of girls in the criminal justice system” Office of the Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General on Violence against Children. https://violenceagainstchildren.un.org/sites/
violenceagainstchildren.un.org/files/document_files/
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“Prevention of and response to violence against children within the juvenile justice system”. United 
Nations Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence Against Children. https://
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Countries and organizations:  

Council of Europe 

OHCHR 

UNICEF 

African Union 

UNODC 

European Union 

SAIEVAC South Asia Initiative to End Violence Against Children: 

IIN- Inter-American Children´s Institute: 

Save The Children 

ACERWC The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child.  

UNFPA 

Human Rights Special Procedures 

United States of America 

Netherlands 

Republic of India 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

People's Republic of China 

Canada  

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

Arab Republic of Egypt 

United Mexican States  

Republic of Colombia  

French Republic 

Russian Federation  

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 

Kingdom of Morocco  

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Republic of Honduras 

Kingdom of Spain  

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

http://www.coe.int/en/web/children/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
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